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NEC BRIEFING 25X1 10 april 1957

1,

KORTH AFRICA DEVELOPMENTS

- Pogpite ¥rench claims, no evidence of materisl let-up in 30-monthe

old Algerian rehellion, 1Lacoste, wvho hes previously predicted

success of “pacification” effort by June '56, Oct '56 and Feb '87,

now expects "materinl improvementi® by June '5T7. As with prior

predictions, this seems unlikely.

A,

B.
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Rebel strength, still estimated 20-30,000, is mainly cone

eentrated along eastern and western borders,

rebels' military capabilities are much improved

over last year: rebels unow determined to stay in ifileld for twe
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more years, if necessary.

Arms shortage remains the chief rebel handicap.

C.

Keighboring Morocco and Tunisia are unoffleiaslly providing the

rebels with arms transit, as well as resi and regroupment

facilities, |

1. At same time, botb Moroccan snd Tunisian governments~dhus
far unsuccessfully--have urged the Algerian rebels to druop

independence demands for the present, reach interim agreo~
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IX. Neanwhile, in Wf»f relations with the Fresch are particularly
sour, Neither nation has sxbassador to the other, Ian addition
to Algerian igsae, atill complionted by rruwh kidoapping of §
Algerian rebel leaders last October, NHoroecan~Fresch problems
indude:

A, Freach withholding of promised loans, at time when loroeco
is havd-presscd, Borocosus may c¢ircmmveni this probdlem by
taking lomns from other somrces.

1. Rabdst has alresdy received 35 million of a $15-30 million
Saudi Arabisn loan and sesms assured of as $8,.5 millien
grant from fpmisa, ' :

2. Herocesns mey seek substantial sugmentation of US ailad
during forthcoming air-base sad VOA negotiations,

B, Coatineed presence of 80,000 sman Freneh army in Noroeco,
which Rabst stil)l fears sight attempt recccupntion,
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2. Moroecanm damand that troops be withdrawn,
€. Repsated Norscean demands for crestion of a mizmed border
comminsion, to delineate bDoundaries,

1. Unefficial NMerogccan claims to Prench ¥est African area of
Meuritania~~with probable tacit approval of sultan--1is
irritatioa to Freuch,

P. TFreach ressniment of Norocoo's 11 Feb tresty with fpaia,
grasting Spenish the right to represent Norocco ia Latin

Aswrice and the Philippines,
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I1I. french relatices with Tunis sre omly relatively better.

Ambassadors were finally exchanged in Feb '37.

A. Nowever, Tunisiau fiscal situstion is even more grave than
Norocco's and Tunisia i3 likely to seek incressed U5 aid,

B. Although Framce has reduced aray of Tunis from 40,000 te
33,000 in past 6 months, Tunisians demand complete ¥reanch
esvacuation-~exgept for strategiec base at Bizerte--bhefore
discussing joint defeass responuibdilities,

C. Perennial unesploymeat problem complicated by mevere drought,
locust plague,

1. Tunisian unemployment estimated st 490,000 (out of potentiasl
isbor force of 1 millifen), '
2. This the third consecutive year of drought fw Tunisis,
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